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ADVERTISEMENT. 


— 


THIS Funeral Diſcourſe was prepared, 
without any Purpoſe of ſubmitting it to the 
Eye of the Public : but the Author has 
yielded to the Solicitations of many, and thoſe 
eſpecially of the younger Part of his Au- 
dience; hoping, from the Impreſſions that it 
appeared to have made on thoſe who heard it, 
that it might, under the Influence of a Di- 
vine Bleſſing, prove the Occaſion of laſting 
Benefit to others into whoſe Hands it may 
fall. In this Hope he is encouraged, by the 
happy Effects which a Diſcourſe, occaſioned 
by a fimilar Prouidence, appeared to produce 
on the Mind of the deceaſed, 


| Tooting, Dec. 5, 1793. 
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SERMON, &c. 


8 2 * i 


1 FEEL, my dear friends, very unequal to 


the ſervice in which I am now en- 
gaging: but I have confidence in the 
grace of the good SPIRIT oF Gop, and 


in your candor and prayers. You will 


As 


bear with me, while I vary from my 


uſual form of addreſs, and preach, not 


ſo much to the eee in general, 
as to myſelf and my family. - 


the ground of my diſcourſe, I wiſh to 


adopt the words which David once uſed 


reſpecting an awful, yet bleſſed be-Gop; 


not a ſimilar Providence. 


- f 
— — P — —— 
a 
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1 Chron. Ch. xv. Ver. 13. 


* Toe LoRD our Gop made a breach upon 


6 ys,” 


DVERTIN G to the dilpenſation to 
which David has reſpect in theſe 


words, it is to be obſerved, that the ark of 


83. GoD, 


* ) * 


God, in the days of Eli, had been taken 
captive by the Philiſtines. Soon, however, 
it was brought back, as far as to Kirjath- 
jearim. But though the ark was Iſrael's pe- 
culiar glory, Saul ſeems to have. ſet little 
value upon it. He did not covet its pre- 


ſence. David was of another fpirit : he had 
no ſooner obtained the government, than his 


pious ſoul panted with a deſire to be ho- 
noured with the preſence of the ark in the 


royal city. Great errors, however, were 


committed in the firſt attempt which was 
made to bring it thither. It was put on a 
eart :* but the ordinance of Gop required, 
that it ſhould be carried on the ſhoulders of 


the prieſts—Gop had appointed that none 


but the Levites ſhould touch it, on pain of 
death: Uzza was not of the family of Levi, 


but inconfiderately, perhaps, rather than pre- 


fumptuouſly, he put forth his hand to ſupport 
1t when ſhaken. Uzza Was {track dead on 


the ſpot by the immediate hand of God. 
A breach was hereby made on the com- 
pany engaged in this pious buſineſs; and 


| they were too much terrified to proceed. 


Three 


Tak 


Three months after, however, a 1 
attempt was made; when the directions of 
God's word were ſtrictly attended to, and 
the ark was brought in ſolemn triumph to 


* eruſalem. 


Bleſſed be Gov, we have not the terrors 


of that viſitation to deplore, in the Provi- 


dence we have now to improve. With this 


view I wiſh, 

FIRST, To offer ſome remarks on is 
preſent affecting viſitation, and the breach it 
has made. f 


St cONDLY, To call our attention to ſome 


reaſons for ſubmiſſion to the will of Gop, 


in that providence by which HE has made a 


breach upon us. 
TIR DLV, To notice the further i improve- 
ment which death breaches call for. 

I. To offer ſome remarks on the preſent 


affecting viſitation, and the breach it * 


made. 

My heart rejoices in the perſuaſion I have 
juſt hinted, that it is not a diſpenſation of 
wrath. We are not called to mourn, as 
Eli, over children, whoſe preſumptuous {ins 
„ W 


A 


f 

brought on their guilty heads the threat · 
ened vengeance of Heaven—Nor as Aaron 
over children ſtruck dead by the immediate 
and wrathful hand of Gop—Nor as David 
over a darling child, periſhing in the very act 
of rebellion. It is no angry breach that 1s 
made upon us. Nor is it ſo wide a breach, 
as death ſometimes makes. As when the 
bead and ſupport of a family! is removed —or 
when the al! of creature comfort is taken 
away. Our affliction is not like that of the 
poor woman, whom the compaſſionate JE- 
sus met, following the remains of her only 
fon to the grave, herſelf being at the ſame 
time a widow*, No—nor is it a hopeleſs 
and perpetual breach. It is true, our dear 
child is gone © the way from whence ſhe 
* ſhall not return.” For a time ſhe is loſt 
To us; but ſhe has found a better home, a 
better reſt. The © earthly houſe of her 
d tabernacle” is fallen; but the happy Spirit 
has gained © a building of Gop, an houſe 
* not made with hands, eternal in the Hea- 
„ vens.” She has found more delightful 


7 Luke vii. 12. 


fiety; 


1 


ſociety, more exalted employment, more 
ſatisfying joys. She has reached © the end 
„of her faith; the joy, the glory of her 
« LorD;” and in glad ſurprize exults, e the 
& one half was not told me! 
Vet death breaches are always awful ; 
they are ever painful and affefting. When 
death enters a family, and interrupts the 
intercourſes of endeared friendſhip ; and 
© the deſire of our eyes,” and the delight 
of our heart, is © taken away with a ſtroke,” 
it were impious to © deſpiſe the chaſtening 
« of the LoxD, and refuſe the parting 
tear. Jesvs himſelf weeps at the tomb of 
Lazarus, and has provided the choiceſt com- 
forts for them that mourn. 
One circumſtance, I wiſh eſpecially W 
notice, reſpecting the breach we are now 
endeavouring to improve, and that is, chat 
it a Sf breath. oo” 
When death firſt enters a ful It bridge g 
a ſolemn warning. Ah, my dear fellow _ 
mourners, it {peaks to all, but its voice is 


eſpecially directed to you and to me: and 


this is the admonition it brings, © be ye alfo 
%%%ͤũ ] ͥ&⁰Rb 4 ready. 
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* ready.” Which of us may receive the 
next ſommons, we "TO not. Oh, may it 


find none of us. unprepared, none of us un- 


N willing to obey ! 


I ſaid, I ed, * in the perſuaſion, that 


the preſent. is not a diſpenſation of wrath : 


yet my heart will not ſuffer me to ſay, that 
the LoRD our Gop ſaw no iniquity in us, 


which nz meant by this providence to re- 


buke. It becomes us, however, © to ſearch 
“ and try our hearts, and to ſee if there be 


* 
y 


* any allowed evil in us.” 
Perhaps the ſpirit of prayer was declin- 


ing, and we needed a loud alarm in Provi- 
| 0 to rouſe and revive “ the things that 


© remained and were ready to die.” 

Perhaps the dear delight poſſeſſed too large 
a ſhare in our affefions, and Gop in mercy - 
* prepared a worm' to prey on the pleaſant 
gourd, that, taught by painful diſappoint- 
ment, we may cry, Return unto thy re/t, 
oh my ſoul !” | 

Perhaps the important truſt, committed 
to us, was not diſcharged with that fidelity 


and affectionate ſolicitude, with that ſingle- 
| neſs 


E 
neſs of heart to the glory of 'Gop, that it 
ought and might have been. 

' Yet who can tell? Tis poſſible that 865 
ſons of a different nature directed the deter- 
mination of an all-diſpoſing PRoviDENCE _ 
in this event. Perhaps God \ foreſaw the - 
temptations and troubles, to- which this fee- 
ble labourer in His vineyard would be ex- 
poſed, in more advanced life; and therefore 
compaſſionately granted her both her diſ- 
miſſion and recompenſe, before the burden 
and heat of the day came on. Or perhaps 
the adored SOVEREIGN and FRIEND. of 
Believers ſaw in her ſo much of the lovely 
traces of His own image, © the beauty of 
the Lok PD our Gop,” that it was eſpecially 
nis will, that the ſhould © be with 1 
« where HE is, to behold his glory. It 
is manifeſt, HE often takes thoſe, firſt whom 
Ax loves beſt. 

Doubtleſs, however, this was © the will 
« of Gop,” reſpecting ſurvivors, © even our 
« ſanCtification.” He. would try our patient 
reſignation to His diſpoſing will—at would 
try the ſincerity of our heart in the profeſſion 
we have made, of leaving all to follow HI 

—HE 
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ux would improve the ſpirituality of our 


temper; and teach us, in the abſence of an 


endeared creature delight, to riſe with more 
ardent affection and enlarged deſire to Gop 
« our exceeding joy”—Hr would teach us 
the vanity of all earthly good; and quicker 


us in our attention to the great concerns of 
another world. Ves, my Brethren, it is by 
affliction Gop is pleaſed to call us aſide, 


from the noiſe and hurry of the world, to 
liſten to his inſtructive and cheering voice. 


Affliction is the wilderneſs, where faith, and 


patience, and every grace is tried, that it 


may be improved—where Gop © leads us 
about to humble us and prove us, that 


«© he might know what is in our hearts''— 


Yes, and affliction is the wilderneſs, where 
 Gop's moſt gracious preſence is found, and 


His choiceſt comforts are taſted. There 
the manna falls, and is found © ſweet ta the 


i taſte — ſweeter than honey — ſweet as 
© angels food.” Sin is our diſeaſe, afflic- 
tion the medicine, which Gop, as our phy- 


ſician, in infinite wiſdom and love preſcribes, 
for the health and proſperity of our ſouls. 


Oh, how many have occaſion to review | 


wilder- 


4 


t 
wildernefs troubles with gratitude and joy, 
as their richeſt bleſſings. 

II. Let us call our attention to "i: rea- 
ſons for ſubmiſſion to the will of God, in 
that providence, by which HE has made a 
breach upon us. 1 
Some of theſe may be found in our text, 
and others the providence et will eaſily 
han 
1. We are all haſtening to the on: 
| js e no little reaſon to wonder, that our 
mortal frame has been ſupported ſo long. 
„ Death, on his pale horſe,” has been ever 
| traverſing our world, ſince the entrance of 
fin into it ; and had we any reaſon to expect 
that he ſliould ever paſs by our door? No, 
we had no reaſon to expect an exemption 
from the common lot of humanity, And now 
our friend, our iſter, our child, is gone but 
a little before us—gone to xemind us that 
* here we have no continuing city. ”—Our 
families are formed by degrees, and we have 5 
no reaſon to expect that we ſhall obtain 2 | 
permiſſion to die together. No, but there 
muſt be a ſeparajian—ſome of us muſt ſee 

| fy lover | 
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« lover d friend put far from. us, EY 
* our acquaintance into darkneſs,” HE 
who © holds the keys of the inviſible world, 
and of death, will ſend the ſummons 

firſt, to whom nE pleaſes. Death's ſhafts do 
not fly at random; they have all their com- 


afflictions. 
with the proſpect of many years of creature 
felicity. They are ſeldom ſo well prepared 


14) 


miſſion; and with unerring certainty, fulfil 


| the decrees of Heaven. 


Experience has taught me to ſympathize 


with the young, who ſurvive ſuch bereaving 
The world is flattering them 


to realize the ſolemnities of a dying hour, 
and the glories of eternity; as when in- 


ſtructed by ripening years and encreaſed ex- 


perience. But when we are got beyond the 
meridian of life; and have, as it were, one 
foot in the grave; it muſt be expected, me- 


thinks, that our aims and our hopes ſhould 


be habitually carried above the preſent 
world that we ſhonld think and ſpeak and 


act as men who know that © the time of 
| their departure is at hand” — that our 


1 cares, our affections, our attachments to 


the 


— 


8 
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the preſent world, ſhould. ſenſibly abate; 
and our chief ſolicitude be, to get fafely, cre- 
ditably, and comfortably, to a better country, 
even an heavenly. Having obtained the 
grant of a -/ettlement there, it is to he ex- 
pected that we ſhould * en for 5 
removal. 2 
It is the - higheſt ſatisfaction; a ot panes 
can enjoy, to know that every member of 
his family is embarked on one ſure bottom; 
under the conduct of a PILOT who © holds 
*© the winds in KIs fiſt.” SEL 

And why ſhould wre be acm 


bes we cannot all enter the port together? 
| —Becauſe there is betwixt this fea of life, 


and that ſeat of reſt, a narrow ftreight, which 
each individual, under the conduct of the 
PILOT, muſt paſs alone ? Why not willing 
to go myſelf, when the MASTER calls? Or 


why complain of the ſhort abfence of ano- 


ther, whom he choſe to prefer before me? 
The period of ſeparation is ſhort—The paſs 
ſage is difficult, but ſafe—The inheritance to 
Which we go is beyond expreſſion delightful 
rand our arrival and Joytul . there, 
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| (if we are united to CHRIST) aſcertained by 
the oath and promiſe of Gop.— 
' Brethren, when I ſtand on ſuch ground as 


this, and feel the animating influence of 
ſuch proſpects—I would yield myſelf, with 


implicit confidence, to that © Gop who per- 


& formeth all things for me.” And while an 


endeared earthly comfort lies withering in 


the tomb, would ſay © he hath . all 


*, 5200 well!“ 
We who are now called to mourn, 


Wa been ſuffered long to remain in the en- 


| Joyment of endeared family connections With- 


out any bereaving ſtroke. 


A family ſo numerous ſtanding for twenty- 


ſix years without one breach by death, is no 


common privilege. It is a conſideration that 


helps to ſilence complaint, when at laſt death 
enters, | 

3. It is the Lord has done it. | 

So ſaid the Pſalmiſt, I was dumb, 1 
A not my mouth becauſe” THOU — 
it. | 

Gor ht have ſuffered tho breach to 
have been far more diſtreſſing. He might 

have 


Yes, my 


r 


** 17 4 

have withheld HIS: efiriiaing as well as his 
renewing grace. Our children might have 
ariſen in life, unconeerned about their ſouls, 
and deſtitute of the fear and love of Gop. 
We might have been the grieved ſpectators 
of their multiplied rebellions againſt God; 
and with bleeding hearts have beheld them 
at laſt, “ dying in their fins.” And even 
then, under thoſe moſt diſtreſſing circums | 
ſtances, it would have become us, with 
Aaron, to to ⸗ have held our peace; or with 
Eli, to have ſaid, „It is the Lekv, let HIM 
do what ſeemeth HIM good.” + | 

Indeed it would be. folly, as well as im- 
Piety, to © ſet our mouth againſt the hea- 
vens, and utter our complaints againſt the 
MOST HI God. Nor can we, on this 
| fide hell, have any juſt reaſon for complaint. 
« Shall a living man e a man for 
* the puniſhment of his ſins?“ 

It is to be feared; the Heart which fnks 
under the burden of affliction, is not ſen- 
ſible, as it ought, of the burden of ſin: for 


Lev. x. 1. T 1 Sam. iii. 28. | 
B-, 


„„ 5 
then it would confeſs, © it is of the Lonp's 
„ mercies that we are not conſumed ; be- 
cauſe his compaſſion | fail not.” * It is 
to be feared the heart, where impatience 
and diſcontent prevail under affliction, is far 
eſtranged from Gop—too far to receive the 
impreſſion of that Wehn word “Be ſtill 
* and know that I am God!” By and by, 
it may, in a better temper, adopt the lan- 
guage of Job, I have heard of THEE, by 
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye 
„ ſeeth THEE; wherefore I abhor myſelf, 
and repent in duſt and aſhes.” '+ 
4. It is the LoRD our Gop hs done i it. 

It is our Father's Go and our family 
Gop. It is ne, to whom we have * joined 
oi ourſelves i in an everlaſting covenant never 

to be forgotten.” It is uz who long ſince 
pledged His inviolable truth to conſult our 
intereſt in all his diſpenſations concerning 
us, and ſaid, « 7 will ſurely do thee good. 
It is ux © who ſpared not HIS own.ſon”— 
Als only begotten and dearly beloved ſon, 
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e "Bit freely gave HTM up” to ſuffer and FR 


„ for us.” It is Hr who gave HIMSELF 


unto us,—who has appointed his providence” 
for our guard Hs covenant for our ſup- 


port—H 1s ſaints for our companions— Hs 
angels for our miniſtring ſervants—H1s Hea- 
ven for our home—and n rs "NEE 


| for our everlaſting portion. 


"4 IS HE, whoſe wiſdom PRE - 
love cannot cool—whoſe promiſe cannot fail 


and whoſe providence is “ working all 


60 things after the council of his own will. 7 


It i is our tried Friend, whoſe goodneſs has 


© followed us all our days,” who has been 


known © our preſent help in every time of 
© need“ who has ſometimes < prevented 


„ us with the bleſſings of nts goodnieſs;” 


and ſometimes furprized us with the dies 


very of light ſpringing out of ' darkneſs; and 
made our ſevereſt trials and ſharpeſt ſorrows 
the vehicle of the richeſt conſolations, and 
the choiceſt gifts of His love. It is that 
Gop who ſaves us by myſterious ways; and 
is often pleaſed to obſcure the kindeſt love 


* 


Rom. viii. 323. 5 Eph, i. 11. 


12 


1 20 ) 
of 118 heart, and the moſt gracious opera- 
tions of #1s hand behind a forbidding cloud; 
anſwering our moſt importunate enquiries 
and trembling anxieties, with what I do 
ye know not now, but ye ſhall know here- 
after. | 
It is our . and our | oe whoſe 
heart is love, whoſe purpoſe, whoſe promiſe, 
whoſe. providence, is love, - who has multi- 
plied n1s kindeſt aſſurances of everlaſting 
grace and mercy to ſilence and to ſatisfy us. 
And after all, ſhall I indulge ungrounded 
ſuſpicions? Shall I heſitate to yield myſelf 
to his diſpoſal? Shall I arraign His pro- 
ceeding? Shall I be refractory under Hs 
chaſtening, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to 
the yoke?” When my favourite gourd is 
Fed, ſhall I ſay, I do well to be an- 
% pry?” When earthly comforts ſicken and 
die, ſhall ! complain as if “ an enemy had 
« done this? No, but rather with my 
ſuffering Loxp let me ſay, © the cup which 
« my heavenly Father hath given me, ſhall 
« ] not drink it 4 He hath ſaid enough to 


bz; „John xiii, 7. 
10 ſatisfy 


"8 
fatisfy- me that HE will © lead. me in the 
* right way to the:city of habitation; and 
ſhall. I only ſay ? I mt be content? No— 
tis an expreſſion too low for a Chriſtian, 
Rather would I yield myſelf to his conduct, 
ſaying, " behold, here am I, let him do to 


me as ſeemeth good unto him . 


It is HE to whom we have ſo often ſaid 


All that I am, and all I have, 
« Shall be for ever thine,” 


And now my ſoul, wouldſt thou revoke the 
ſurrender, and pluck the devoted gift from 
the altar? No,—but were it even poſſible 
| that the importunity of prayer might reverſe _ 
the ſentence that has gone forth, and re- 
animate the forſaken clay, 1 would lay 75 
hand on my mouth. 2 1 

Precious as this comfort was in my el= 
teem, it was not too precious to offer, as an 
expreſſion of the gratitude of my heart to 


that Go, to whoſe mercy I owe. 
« My life, my ſoul, my all.” | 

Severe as this ſeparation 1s to my bleeding 

heart, yet © It is, if need be, that Jam in 


heavineſs. * 


— Sam, Rv. i. + + 1 pet. i. 6. 


4. 5 Ah, 


(22 ) 


Ah. my divided fibart, how it needs to be 
« v enpipd from veſſel to veſſel,” to be 
driven from one creature delight to another, 
before it will abide in 112 Los noel its _—_ | 


* reſting place? 
| ff Qur neazeſt.joys and deartfl friends, 's 


The partners of our jpad,. 
„ % Haw they divide our wav'ring © minds, 
1 Ke And leaye but half for Gov. 8 


F, It is a Teconciling' apd ſatisfying conſi- 
| deration, that the friend, who is now loſt to 
us, is got beyond. all ſufferings and fin; and 
entered into the joy of her Lonp.“ . 

Thanks. be to Gop, who. had given, us as 
parents to feel; ſomething of the importance 
of the truſt committed to us, and put it into 
our hearts to ſeek the ſpiritual and everlaſting 
intereſt of our children, as our firſt and prin- 
cipal, concern relating to them. 

When firſt: increaſed. diſeaſe. appeared to 
ſand the alarm, and. to ſignify the pleaſure 
of HEAVEN reſpecting the child we have 
loſt, our hearts ſeverely, felt the ſhock—we 
* feared as we entered into the cloud ;” but 

leſſed be Gop, it has proved a cloud il- 
lumined with glory; and we have been con- 


| Renined | to confeſs, 1 it is even good to be 
here 


4 
here er Reluctant nature could not but plead, 
« FATHER, if it be poſſible, let this cup 
«< paſs from me?” Our hearts, however, ſoon 
recollected themſelves, and wiſhed to cloſe 
every fervent ſupplication with“ neverthleſs, 
% not as J will, but as thou wilt.” F 
Yet this was the burden of our prayer, — 
of prayer importunate and without ceaſing, 
or, at THY command we offer up our 
4 endeared comfort; but oh! receive her 
« with a ſmile; that ſmile which will 
* ſweetly invite her to thine arms, and 
* ſatisfy us that ſhe finds a heaven there! 
We had a' great deal of reaſon to enter» 
tain the moſt pleaſing hopes reſpecting the 
ſpiritual ſtate of this dear Lew before her 
neſs. | 
A remarkable tende of conſcience ſhe 
had long diſcovered. With a watchful cir- 
cumſpection ſhe refrained herſelf; and as a 
faithful monitor, would often reti others 
from the appearance of evil.” The word 
and ordinances of Gop had long appeared 
to be her delight; and it ſeemed to be with 


l C Matt. xvii. 4. _ T Matt. 26. 39 
B 4 real 


1 1 a } 
real pleafure that ſhe improved all opportu- 
nities, ſtated and occaſional, of going up to 
the houſe of Gop. Nor was ſhe a thought- 
leſs and inconſiderate hearer of the word; 
or unconcerned about its influence upon her 
heart. Once and again, after her return 
from the houſe of Gop, on the Lok p's day 
evening, ſhe has been found in her room, ſo 
tenderly affected in recollecting and praying 
over what ſhe had heard, that her tears ne- 
ceſſarily 9 the ſeaſon of her retire- 

ment. 5 | 
I muſt 1 it gave me IM 
to obſerye with what affeQionate ſolicitude 
ſhe intereſted herſelf on the behaif of the 
poor children of the Sunday-School ; and 
how induſtriouſly ſhe WE in int them 
inſtruction. : 

Her correſpondence 5 letter, likewiſe 
; ſhows 1 how much ſhe felt of the importance 
of religion; ; and of the need there was of 
reſiffing every temptation to diſſipation and 
worldly conformity. In a letter to a young 
friend, after repreſenting, in a ſtriking man- 
ner, the neceſſity and the advantage of a life 


of godlineſs, ſhe . with this admo- 
. 4 | moon, 


0 25 00 


5 akin: If you with to be a child of God, 
* and to follow where Hr leads, you will, 
„ J hope, when under temptation to go to a 
* place of faſhionable entertainment, firſt 
« conſider, if CHRIST were on earth, would 
* HE be there. I think that would deter 
you from going, at leaſt J hope ſo.” 
But diſpoſed as her mind was to the du- 
ties of religion, and ſincere as her delight 
was in them, ſhe wanted more than this to 
ſatisfy her of her intereſt in the bleſſings of 
the go/bel.—A few months ago, when her el- 
der ſiſter was about to give herſelf up to Gop, 
and to His church, in a public profeſſion, ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf to this purpoſe : © I ſhould 
have been glad to. have approached the 
„% Lokp's table with my ſiſter, but there is 
that one word . unworthily*,” (referring 
_ © to the apoſtolic form -of the innen? 
2 which I cannot yet get over. — When 
diſeaſe prevailed, and ſhe could not be inſen- 
ſible of the danger ſtie was in, no little 
anxiety appeared in her mind. At the age of 
ſeventeen, totally inexperienced in the cares, 
the difficulties, and troubles of this mortal 


| ſtate, 


6 5 


ſtate, and cloſely attached to life, by the 
ſtrong. cords of creature love, ſhe found it 
no eaſy matter to be reconciled to a change 
of worlds. | 
But there was more than this—ſhe exer- 
ciſed a godly jealouſy over herſelf, and 
© feared, leſt a promiſe being left” her of 
entering into 81s reſt,” ſhe ** ſhould ſeem 
* to come ſhort of it *.“ Once ſhe ſaid 
to her mother, with many tears, the ene- 
«©, my has been very buſy with me this night; 


1441 
7.19 


c following me with this ſuggeſtion, that I 
* do not love Gop—but indeed I hope I 
% love HIM. Oh chat 1 could love HIM 
% more!” _ 
At another time, after I wi been very 
particularly engaged in prayer on her be- 
half, and within her hearing, I found her 
almoſt overwhelmed with tears—hanging 
on my neck, in the tendereſt emotion of the 
paſſions, ſhe ſaid, I-want more comfort in 
my ſoul—I want to 4now- my intereſt in 
e the covenant,” “ My dear,” ſaid I, 
„it is the deſire of your heart, I truſt, to 
“give yourlelf wholly to God, and to 


5 ES, * Heb, Iv. 1. | 


have 


„ 


— 


& have HIM. Ga your, only portion?“ To 
which ſhe anſwered with much eagerneſs :— 
„Oh! yes! - This, led me to ſpeak FRA 
to her of the grace of God iin:CuR1ST Jasvs,, 
Aſter a reſtleſs night, I ſaid to her, My 
ear, I find you have had but little fleep | 
+ to-night; I hope you had pleaſant, thoughts 
“ of Gop and of CHRIST. Ves, ſhe 
replied, © I had at times; but at other times 
„could not have my thoughts collected 
** I endeavoured to pray, bat. I could not as 
J wiſhed.” | 
Two days before het death I die to 1 
„Well, my dear, does not Gop now re- 
„ ſtrain the enemy, and raiſe you above your 
*« fears? She anſwered, Les, ſome- 
„ times; adding, now and then a doubt 
* ariſes, but I would not give up the hope I 
4 Have for all the world. — Indeed the ſet- 
tled compolure, the ſweet ſerenity, which 
had now for a conſiderable time appeared on 
her ſpirit, proved, that Hope to be an anchor 
to her ſoul ſure and ſtedfaſt. 
The day before her departure, deſiring 


me to N * her; 5 aſked her, what 
21s * the 


(2) 

* ſhe would wiſh me r ng to pray 
for on her behalf ?”— Without a mo- 
ment's heſitation, and with apparent earn- 
eſtneſs, ſhe replied, that I may love the 
« Lord JEsUs more, and that I may now 
«© mine intereſt in the covenant of grace.” 
Fer expectation, and even her deſire of 
life, ſeemed now to be gone. 

A very few moments before her departure, 
finding, as J conclude, a ſenſible change in 
herſelf, ſhe eagerly called me to her bedſide; 
and when a little relieved from fainting, ſhe 
faid, ** I am going.“ — Well, my dear,” 
ſaid I, © you truſt a faithful -Gop, and aur 
*« will never leave you : HE is now about to 
„% ſhew you his ſalvation, how glorious it is.“ 

On that, . while I was ſupporting her 
drooping head, and ſhe holding by my hand, 
ſhe looked with remarkable earneſtneſs to- 
wards Heaven, and then towards me, and 
with her dying lips, diſtinctly and emphati- 
cally ſaid Joys!“ | 

Not apprehending her departure quite ſo 
, Les, my dear, ſaid I, Heaven is 


* a world of Joys 3 and is not Jesus now 
precious 


. 
precious to you ?”—But ſhe could ſay no 
more ſhe had ſaid enough ſhe ſweetly, and 


almoſt immediately, 5e fell aſleep in I sus.“ 

That one word dropping from her lips, 
juſt as they were cloſing in death, I gladly 
entertained as a meſſenger from Heaven; 
bringing the return of prayer, and the ut- 
moſt deſire of my heart. 

And now I wiſh to record ak tender 
mercy of Gop to me, in direQting, that I 
ſhould be preſent at that inſtant; to afford, 
by the offices of parental tenderneſs, ſome: 
ſupport to her feeble frame, in the ſurprize 
of ſenſible diſſolution; and to receive the 
long-wiſhed for aſſurance, that the joys of 
Heaven were breaking in upon her ſoul. 

Had the patrons of the faſhionable opinion 
of the ſoul's ſleeping with the body, beet 


preſent, I think they might have witneſſed | 


enough to convince an unprejudiced mind, 
that this ſpirit, inſtead of falling aſleep, was 
— waking—waking to joys—eſcaping from its 
priſon ; while the glory of opening Heavens 
and a ſmiling SAvIOUR poured on its exult- 


ing Powers: C2 
5 = And 


3% 


And now my fellow-mourners, mould 
we complain of what . Lonp has done, 
and | | 


ce "Why was a life, ſo fair, cut off ſo ſoon 775 


Met let me with gratitude adore the 

grace of Gop, who has preferred a child of 

mine, to a ſeat at AIs OWN right hand, | in 
the fulneſs of Heaven's joys. 

Me received her at H1s hand, (as the mo- 
ther of Moſes received him, from the hands 
of Pharaoh' $ daughter,) only to be carefully 1 
nurſed and trained up for Gop. And ſhould 

not HE call when he pleaſes for his own ? 

Hr ſaw the opening beauties of this tender 
plant, and knew the dangers to which ſhe 
might have been expoſed in this unkindly 
ſoil; and therefore, in tender ſolicitude, IC» 
moved her to bloom and flouriſh in the 
peaceful and delightful Paradiſe above. 

O let me rejoice that ſhe has found a ſhelter 
[ from the cares and troubles of life, even be- 
fore the ſtorm began — that ſhe has reached 

the port, and obtained an abundant inherit- 


ance there, alter ſo ſhort a voyage ! 
III. The 


4 


— 


0 * 1 
III. The further improvenient which 


death-breaches call for. 


1. How precious the g Hel, acl how rich 
the conſolation which it e to the haus : 
of mourning ! | 

Oh, Sirs, that ** faithful ſaying,“ 18 - 


« worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 


4% CHRIsT came into the world to fave ſin- 


*« ſin for us, Who "FRA no fin, that we 


« might be made the righteous of Gop in 


% HIM +. ö precious gift of the F A- 


THER's love! the FATHER's unexampled 


and amazing love! q 


And ſhall not n1s grace be admired, 
* who, though us was rich, yet for our 
* ſakes became poor |” - ho fuffered, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that He might bring us 


nigh unto Gop ho encountered death 


in all its terrors, and drank the very dregs 
of the cup of Divine wrath due to our ſins, 


that HE might . bring in everlaſting righte- 


; $ 1 Pet. i iii, 18, 


Ti im. i. 15. F 2 Cor. v. 21. t 2 Cor. viii. 9. 


«© guſneſs,” 


£83 


5 ouſneſs,” and obtain for us . acceſs with 


* confidence to God” and glory ? 
Yes, this is grace never to be thought of, 


but with the warmeſt affection.— This is 1s 
grace that demands moſt grateful ſervices, 
and-the moſt elevated rains of praiſe. | Pre- 
cious go/þel, that brings theſe diſcoveries ! 
A bleeding CHRIST and a ſmiling Gon! 
A ſealed covenant and a heaven ſecured.) * 
Oh, this 1 is indeed © the light,” the cheering, 
tranſporting light, of the world, and the 
“life of men. This is the ſacred tree that 
heals our bitter waters. This is the ſovereign 
balm that relieves the broken heart, and 
teaches the ſuffering believer to 1 
„ know, Oh LoRD, that THy judgments | 
e are right, and that Hob in faithfulneſs 


& haſt afflicted mel This is the ſhining 
light that cheers even the darkſome tomb, 
and emboldens the feeble faint to welcome 
the laſt enemy with a ſhout: Oh death, | 
« where is thy ſting! Oh , where is 
« thy victory +1” | 
Oh, how it relieves our ſorrows, under the 
| loſs of endeared pious friends, to know that 


* Pſalm exit 2. f Cor. 2. $5. h 


iT. 


they are entered into reſt. And as to the 


forſaken clay, how ſatisfying the affurance 
from the lips of one who is able to ſave 


ce to the uttermoſt; I will raiſe it again at 


é the laſt day!?! 


1 my fellow- mourners, we were 


“ going forth weeping, bearing precious 
*' ſeed; ” but we have ſown in hope—e'er: 


long, we © ſhall doubtleſs come again with 
Br rejoicing our eyes, our hearts, our arms 
full of joy “ bringing bur ſheaves with 
A wenne a e mg harveſt will 
that be! ene, 

* ue Let us, who cite, be ſokeitous to 
galn rn he to ene by this Apen 
D 

The adored Faruzn of is people: 
6 chaftens” them Je not for ulis pleaſure, 
* but for their profit, that they might be 
« partakers of His holineſs,” 


Sometimes ir has been found, that al 


loſs of a friend has proved the ſaving of a 

ſoul. © The ſpirit of an aſcending. « Eli- 

Jah has reſted on Eliſha 1 » | 
| * Pſalm cxxvi.6, + 2 Kings ii. 15. 


3 


(34) 


FE nk My little children, for whom 1 travel 
& in birth, until CHRIS TH be formed in you,” 


5 Oh, that this bleſſed fruit of affliction may 


and follow the LoRx D fully! 


be your's J May you catch an falling — 
Oh, that we may be all cd to 
| ſerve Gop with more active zeal ; and with 
more earneſtneſs of ſpirit, be © preſſing to- 
« wards the mark, and“ "inns 3 hold on 
ö 
We have one tie leſs to mics 150 we 
have one attractive more to heaven and 
glory. Oh, that our eye and our heart may 
be more fully and devoutly directed thither ! 
3. Let us all who: are parents, ſee. the im- 
portance of conſulting and purſuing the ſpi i= 
ritual intereſt of our children. 

Ah, my friends, can any ching equal the 
advantages of real piety ? ? Can you ſeek a 
better inheritance for your children? Can 
you provide a better cordial for a day of 
trouble? What though vou might leave 
them amply provided for in this world; yet 
can you enjoy reft in your ſouls, without. 
knowing that they © have in Heaven a bet- 
« ter and an enduring a ſubſtance ?” A veil 

oO os may 


/ 


C1” 
may quickly be drawn over their moſt flat- 
tering proſpects of creature felicity. Tou 
may ſee them languiſhing under diſeaſe, and 
launching into eternity---and can you help 
feeling the imporrance of their being in- 
tereſted in the great falvatibil,” x and Prepared 
for Hestenn 

Do you truly love them? Do you mani- 
feſt a ſolicitude to provide for them in their 
journey through life? and do you take no 
pains to ſecure for them an inheritance beyond 
the grave? Can you love them, and neglect 
their ſouls, and their everlaſting intereſt? 

Ah, my friends, it is not cold formality, 
and a ſhew of godlineſs, will ſecure ſuch ad- 
vantages as theſe. We muſt © ſtrive,” If 
we would © enter in at the ſtraight gate, 
and take our children with us. 

Alas! they are involved in the general 
depravity of human nature Their adver- 
ſary, the Devil, is employing a thouſand arts 
to beguile and to deſtroy them they need 
_—_ the aid that your knowledge and expe- 
rience, that your inſtructions and prayers 
can afford, to ſave them from “ the evil of 


1 the 


- (36) 
the preſent world,” and direct their hearts 
heatenward. But if they ſee you © mind- 
ing earthly things; and obſerve that the 
chief of your time, your thoughts, your 
cares, and affections are engaged in the world; 
j and that the duties of religion are performed 
3 with cold formality---If they ſee you aſſi- 
duous in providing for their temporal in- 
tereſt, and at the ſame time taking no pains. 
to inſtruct them in the things which 
© concern their everlaſting falvation.”--- If 
inſtead of warning them of their danger, 
and exerting your affectionate endeavours to 
ſave them from the ſnares of the. enemy, 
you leave them unguarded, and even © lead 
& them into temptation.” —-If inſtead of go- 
ing before them in the footſteps of the 
% flock,” and in the praQlice of ſerious god- 
lineſs, you encourage them in thoſe amule- 
ments and pleaſures whereby, “the God of 
„ this world” maintains his empire in the 
minds of men; and even ſit with them there, 
where the moſt captivating fcenes of worldly 
entertainment are exhibited.— What have 
you to expect ? that they will be dead to the 
Worlä to its 8 and purſuits? that 
they 
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„„ T0. 
they with « Jove ak with all their heart ?” 
8 chat they will © deny” themſelves, and © take 


up” their ctoſs and follow” Jzsvs? that 
they will cultivate the principles of, religion 
while they live, and feel its ſupport when 
they die,— -No—nothing like it—nothing 
but thorns and briars— nothing but unprofit- 
able or injurious weeds is to be expected 
from that ground, which is not cultivated 
with diligence and labour. 

L et me intreat you then, if you value your 
own comfort, and your children's ſalvation 
—if you would have the divineſt conſolation 
in their removal, or be prepared yourſelves 
to leave them in peace, do not think lightly 
of their beſt and everlaſting intereſt let the 
ſtrictneſs of your piety, the conſtancy of 
your endeavours, and the fervour of your 
Prayers on their behalf, fully declare that 


your moſt ardent ſolicitude is to ſecure unto 
them an inheritance among them that are 
&« ſanctified. | 

4. Let thoſe who are young receive the 
ſolemn warning, and learn the importance 


of being prepared for death, 
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Ah, my young friends, fair and blooming 
as you now appear, your faces may ſoon be 
covered with Tens, and: uo n eden 


in death. 
« For what is your life? Fo is; even a 
vapour that appeareth for a little time, ang 


* then vaniſheth away *. 
« Time is ſhort' not too ſhort, if the 


privileges with which we are favoured are 
improved, and our everlaſting intereſt ſe- 
cured. Death cannot arrive too ſoon if it 
find us prepared for Heaven. 

But Oh, our dear young friend, who is 
now no more, found it a very ſerious thing 
fo die. The relief which conſcious integrity 
and unblemiſhed character could afford, was 
not ſufficient in thoſe ſerious moments. She 
wanted other proof. ſhe wanted convincing 
and unqueſtionable proof of Gop's ſpecial 
grace, and of her intereſt in nis precious ſal- 
vation. She wanted the indiſputable ** teſ- 
* timony of HIS SPIRIT, with her ſpirit, 
that ſhe was a child of Gov.” 

My dear young friends, let me intreat 
YOu, make ſerious work of religion. It 18 


3 James 1 111. 14 
not 


„ 
ai 
. 
i: 
3 1 
* 430 
117 " \ 
4. * v1 
7 


7 


"do mo 2c] @ i can A 
not teh OY you are tnoffenive to your 
8 fellow creatures — Gord requires that you 
« love HIM with all your heart.” It is not 
enough that you are free from, diſgraceful 
impieties—you muſt. have. a new heart, 
« and a right ſpirit.” It is not enough that 
you are exemplary in your converſation 


you muſt * be found in Cara8T?,” There 


is the only foundation on which you can 
build ſecurely. There is tlie only ar that 
can ſave you in the great day of Bes vi- 
ſitation. Oh; turn into this rrong-bol 1 
improve the diſcoveries of God' s everlaſt- 
ing mercy—receive Cuxisr Jzsvs. THE 
Lord, and © HE will give you power to 
« become the ſons” and daughters * 75 of che 
«© moſt high Go +2 x | 

HE will ſhew you the e 1 of 
delight, even in a wilderneſs---HE *« will 
„ ſhew' you the path of life,” and make 
death itſelf prove, at laſt, the gate to eternal 


r and Amen! „ 
$ Phil. iii. 9. i Joby i i. 12, 
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The owing 3 having been often 
repeated with peculiar Pleaſure by the 
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Deceaſed, during her Illneſs, Was ps alter 
_ the SERMON. TT 


by ; So1 and to Heavy n' 8 eternal Joys, * 5 
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NOW Ii our fouls] on wing time; ©" 


- Riſe from the vanities of time ; 1 


Draw back the parting veil, and Re: fo beg 


+ _ "The glories of Ferpity. 


\ Bon by a new cdleftial bitch, Mr e 
Why ſhould we grovel here on TY Et. 


Why graſp at tranſitory toys? „ 
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Shall ought n the ed, 6 
While we are walking back to > Go? E 
For ſtrangers into life we come; ; 
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| And dying i is but going home. 
. 4 183 1 

beg ſweet bor of Full diſcharge, F 

That ſets our longing ſouls at large; 


Unbinds our chains, breaks up our cell, 


'o | And gives us with our Gop Wo Sorel Fe 
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To dwell Lich Gon, to feel H1s love; Ia 99 
ls the full Heaven enjoyid above; n 
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And the ſweet expectation no); 
J the . dawn of Heaven below OED | 
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